
husband whose life she would largely 
make or mar? asks a writer in "The 
Congregationalism" What of the possi- 
ble children whose teacher and trainer 
she must be ? The untrained girl finds 
endless difficulties before her when she 
is at last separated from the mother who 
has waited on her from babyhood. She 
has no skill, no deftness, no pleasure in 
duties for which she is utterly unpre- 
pared. The smallest service seems irk- 
some. A slender income seems a great 
misfortune. She envies the ease of the 
rich, who can buy the service of trained 
helpers. She is deprived of the joy of 
development, of self-mastery, of power 
in a domain which especially belongs to 
her. 

I know a home in which from their 
earliest years the girls and boys are 
taught to work thro play. Bringing in 
wood for mother is turned into a game. 
Washing the dishes is the foundation for 
a story. Baking day sees little cooks 
with little kneading boards and little 
pans and tiny cakes and loaves for dolls 
and baby tea-parties. The mother is a 
child with her children, a girl with her 
young girls, a comrade with her boys, 
but always life is a merry school with 
an unselfish thought for the responsible 
life in the great grown-up world.—S. 8. 
Visitor. 

THE LITTLE SPRIG OF CONTENT 
Edith is only a school girl and not 

very wise, but she has some of the wis- 
dom that is better than any to be gotten 
from books. So she does not spend her 
time fretting over things she does not 
have.   She enjoys what she has. 

"Don't you wish you were going to the 
seashore ?" asked Margaret. 

"I would like it," said Edith, "but I'm 
glad I'm going to grandpa's. I always 
have a good time there." 

"Wouldn't you like to have a new dress 
like Mary's ?" said Jessie. 

"Yes, but I like mine just as well," 
was the answer. 

Edith has "the little sprig of content," 
which gives a rich flavor to everything. 
—Selected 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S CONFIDENCE 

2 Samuel 22 :1-4, 29-37 '• » Peter 1: 3-9. 

Topic for Feb. 6. 

There is scarcely anything more wearing than fear. 
"Fear hath torment but perfect love casteth out 
fear." i John 4 :18. This is the cause of the 
Christian's peace and joy ; love has brought him into 
harmony with God, and while "the wicked are as a 
troubled sea which cannot rest, there is no peace 
saith my God to the wicked." Isa. 37:20, yet the 
Christian has a hope, "which hope is an anchor to 
the soul." Heb. 6:19. Many however have been 
taught a sort of doubt, as a substitute for humility, 
so that they say "I hof* I am a Christian." I trust 
I am saved," etc., whereas they have actual and pos- 
itive assurance on these points and ought to recog- 
nize it in confident testimony, letting their humility 

BRETHREN EVANGELIST 
express itself in carefully observing all the means of 
grace, lest the old nature reassert itself and bring re- 
proach upon their profession.   Gal. 5 ; 16 ; Matt. 26 : 
41, and here is an old song which runs : 

"Oft a question comes to me 
And it gives me anxious thought: 

Do I love my Lord or no ? 
Am I his or am I not ?" 

It would be about as sensible for a man to say, 
"Do I love my wife or no ? Am I hers or am I not ?" 
One great secret of the power of the early Christians, 
as well as of modern successful evangelists, is the 
grip of a great confidence' in the promises of God. 
The newspapers in reporting the meetings of Mr. 
Moody in the Chicago auditorium last spring related 
that when speaking of the man sick with the palsy, 
(Matt. 9 : 2) he quoted the words "Son, be of good 
cheer : thy sins be forgiven thee," he did so with an 
emphasis as if he wanted a man down in Indiana to 
hear and stamped his foot so hard that he broke a 
board in the floor, leaving no one to doubt but that 
Moody believed that that man's sins were forgiven. 

We need equal assurance on all the promises, for, 
"He is faithful that promised." Heb. 10:23. See 
also Heb. 6 :12 and 2 Pet. 1 : 4 and 3 :9. 

POINTS OF  POSITIVE   ASSURANCE 

1.    Cleansing from sin, Heb. 7 : 25 ; Is. 44 : 22, 23; 
1 John 3 : 5. 

2.. Passed from death unto life, 1 John 1 : 12 and 
5 :24 ; 1 |ohn 4 : 7 with 5:2:1 John 3 :14, 19. 

3. The indwelling of the spirit, Rom. 8 :16, 17 ; 1 
John 3 : 24. 

4. Confidence of keeping, Phil. 1:6; 2Tim. 1-12; 
2 Pet. 1 : 10 ; Is. 26: 3 ; John 10 :28 ; Jude 24 R. V. 

3.    That we shall be like Him, 1 John 3 : 2. 
6. Confidence in prayer, 1 John 5 :14 ; Heb. 4 : 

16 and 13 : 6, 
7. Conditions of confidence, >i John 3 : 21 ; 1 John 

4:18. 
8. Example of Christ, John 11: 42 and 17 : 24, of 

the disciples, Acts 4 :20. 
9. Other good verses, Ps. 118:8; Prov. 3:26; 

Eph. 3 :12 ; Heb. 3:6; Heb. 10 : 3-5 ; 1 Pet. 3 :15 ; 
Prov. 24 :16 ; 2 Pet. 1 : 10 ; Ps. 121 : 5 ; Rev. 3 : 10; 
1 Cor. 15 : 57 ; Num. 6 : 24 ; Ps. 57 : 7. 

ro. Mark the five "we knows" of, 1 John 3 (vs. 2, 
3, 14, 19 and 24). 

QUESTIONS 

1. If our experience does not tally with the prom- 
ises what ought we to do ? 

2. How is Christ revealed to us ? John 15 : 26. 
3. What test of its truth does Christianity accept? 

Matt, n :4-6; John 1 : 39, 47. 
4. What is your favorite promise ? 
5. Is feeling a good test of our standing in Christ? 

2 Cor. 5:7; Gal. 2 :20 ; Eph. 3 :17 ; Jas. 2 :17. 
C. F. YODER. 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

Brother Talley requests that the monthly 
letters to the King's Children be kept up 

thro the columns of the EVANGELIST set 
apart for that purpose; so come and get 
your pen again, Sister Sadie, and tell us of 

what you have been doing, and seeing in 
Chicago these last two months. No doubt 
you find many empty larders, shivering bod- 
ies with pinched faces, sick beds etc., 

and even tho you can't help them much mat- 
erially, they are loathe to have you go and 
somehow you carry away a happier heart for 
having given them a little of your time. 

We find more children staying out of Sun- 

day school for the want of clothing now 
than ever before, so much so, that we felt 
pressed to make special calls thro the wealth- 
ier part of the city, and get them to divide 
up, thus adding to what has been sent us 
from Meyersdale, Pa. 

We are glad to say that we have found no 
home yet that was entirely without a fire, as 
one of the notable features of Washington 
is its charitable societies. The govern- 
ment also provides for the poor, in its own 
way as we noticed recently when passing the 
Capitol late one Sunday night. Uuder the 
shadow of its great dome and beside a pile 
of ashes, which are thrown out at night, 
were kneeling two old colored women and a 
man, picking out the piecies of coal that 
might yet be of use. 

This was the universal cry of "No work," 
and as we listen to its continued echo and 

reecho from hundreds of murmuring lips we 
think of the lines, 

"In the heart of man— 
A cry ; 

In the heart of God— 
A supply." 

And we believe these may be applied to 
our temporal wants, as well as expressing 
the depth and height of holiness, for "My 
God shall supply all your need." If it is 
work we need, and ask for it, but not amiss, 
we shall have it everytime. Is the object of 
that paper, always the glory of God ? Then 
again, sometimes it is our lot—our work—to 

be out of work ; and from the true child of 
God there is never a murmur, tho it is so 
trying just to stand still and let Him work, 
but that is often the only way He has of 
training the ear to listen to His voice. 

In the great "harvest field" there is enough 
work for all, a place for me, another, that 
no one can fill up full but you. So let us no 
longer retard the progress of God's plans by 
"going along and doing the best we can," 

but find out where we belong, where we fit, 
and thus put away with that rubbing up 
against the "other fellow," this halting, ship- 
ping, etc. How patiently the Lord is wait- 

ing to place us just as soon as He sees we 
are ready to go anywhere and to be anything 
for Him to glorify God in any walk of life : 
And what is more inspiring than to see the 

commonly so-called drudgery of housework 
raised to the dignity of service for the Mas- 

ter—to see the very meekness and patience 
of Jesus himself manifested under every pro- 
vocation ! That is preaching Christ with a 
calling, only not from the pulpit. 

It is with a considerable degree of hesi- 
tancy I yield to the request of telling my 
"own story," along this line, but I give it 
with a prayer that it may be used to bless 
some waiting soul, tho I am aware there are 
others who'll not catch the strain in which it 
is given, nor the special thought meant to 

convey. For a long time the thought of the 
heathen world has been a growing burden 
on my heart and I sought to ease my mind 
by giving more, but that only served to in- 
crease the load. 

I couldn't see the reasonableness of giving 
myself when there were around me so many 

others who have been longer in the "harvest 
field" and have learned to use their sickle 
more effectually ; and besides I had prepared 
myself for the school-room and prefered do- 

ing that.    Yet there had been much against 


